Contact:
Barry Thornburg
505-340-8601
Barry@thornburgmedia.com

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 9, 2016

Mentors through the Eyes of Foster Care Age Outs: A Documentary Production

DENTON, TX — Barry Thornburg, a Denton-based filmmaker, is producing a documentary showing how meaningful relationships with responsible adults is the distinguishing factor between foster youth who thrive as adults and those that do not.
After a federal court ruled that the Texas foster care system must be overhauled, Thornburg felt inspired to help where he could. “This is an important but timely topic and it’s not just the state’s responsibility to improve how the children and youth in the system are taken care of,” he says.
	Life Project, the working title of Thornburg’s documentary, follows a young man named Donovan as he negotiates the crossroads of adulthood after aging out of the foster care system. “It’s a film about the impact of mentors,” Thornburg says. “A mentor can be a friend, an employer, a caseworker, or even a girlfriend. In this film, we will get to see how Donovan interacts with all of these people to find out what characteristics make one more of a mentor than others.” Thornburg’s film also relies heavily on Donovan’s perspective. “We will give a camera to Donovan so that he can share with us what is important to him without the pressure of a film crew.”
With hopes to impact his community and beyond, Thornburg plans to make Life Project available as a resource for those who will interact with this population. “I am working with professionals to develop a lesson plan to accompany the film. I want it to be a launch pad for discussion, giving prospective caseworkers, foster parents, and concerned community members real-life examples with which they can relate and learn from.”
Thornburg is currently fundraising on Kickstarter with plans to get his contributors involved in the production of the film. For example, he is offering access to a live video feed of the production of the film using the free live streaming app Periscope. “You’ll get to see us make the documentary and you can ask questions and make comments as we go! I don’t know of any other documentary film that is allowing that kind of interaction.” Life Project begins production this fall with a planned release in the Summer of 2016. To follow its progress visit thornburgmedia.com/life-project.
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About Barry Thornburg:
Director, Barry Thornburg is a cinematographer, photographer and graphic designer, winning awards from the American Advertising Federation, Graphic Design USA, TEECA International, and AVA Digital Awards. Currently studying at UNT for an MFA in Documentary Production and Studies. He is also a father and former foster parent.
